Garden Club of Ramsey County

Welcome to the Garden Club of Ramsey County (GCRC), the oldest continuously operated garden club in Minnesota, with members from several counties. We are a group of over 160 gardeners of widely varying experience and background who share a love of gardening.

Our Mission is to stimulate the knowledge and love of gardening among amateurs; to encourage the study of horticulture, floriculture, landscape and vegetable gardening; to aid in the protection of native plants and trees; and to encourage civic planting.

Benefits of Membership--The Club offers excellent education programs and activities, such as lectures (conducted by local experts) at regular monthly meetings, and specialty classes at other times; garden tours, a yearly potluck picnic at a member’s garden, and a holiday party; gracious and warm hospitality to all members and guests, and welcoming and engaging outreach to all new members; and opportunities to belong to any of over twenty committees.  Membership in the GCRC includes optional membership in our parent organization, the Minnesota State Horticultural Society (MSHS).  As an MSHS member, you will receive the Northern Gardener magazine (6 issues yearly); you may use the society’s library for research or check out books, tapes or slide programs; and you will receive the yearly membership discount card, honored by many local nurseries.

Club membership may be enhanced by participating on at least one committee:

Awards--The Committee on Awards nominates members for recognition that make significant contributions in carrying out the purpose and achieving the goals of the Garden Club of Ramsey County (GCRC).  

Budget--The Committee on Budget prepares the annual budget, monitors its administration, and makes changes as are necessary and appropriate.

Calling--The Committee on Calling notifies all members each month about upcoming meetings and other activities and provides them with other information.  The committee may also conduct member surveys to obtain information needed for planning meetings and other events.

Charitable Giving/Donations -- The Charitable Giving Committee shall be responsible for researching appropriate causes and allocating Club funds for donation. 

Directory--The Committee on the Directory compiles and edits the membership roster and other appropriate information for publication in the annual Directory of the Garden Club of Ramsey County each February. 

Education Programs--The Committee on Education Programs (a) arranges for the educational programs that are part of the regular monthly membership meetings, (b) provides assistance to program speakers during their arrival, setup, and departure, and (c) may arrange seminars for members on topics not otherwise available in the metropolitan area.

Exhibits & Mini-Shows--The Committee on Exhibits and Mini-Shows stages member exhibits of flowers, plants and vegetables during the course of the year.  The shows are designed for the enjoyment and education of members.  

Holiday Party--The Committee on the Winter Holiday Party makes arrangements, including the site selection, food and beverages, the dessert buffet, decorations, music, entertainment, and door prizes.  

Financial Audit--The Committee on the Financial Audit conducts an audit of the financial records at the end of the fiscal year that closes on 31 December and reports its findings and recommendations to the Board of Directors at their March meeting.

Garden Party--The Committee on the Garden Party coordinates the garden party usually held during July of each year.  The committee arranges for member notification, directional signage, equipment, supplies, and otherwise coordinates the setup and cleanup for a potluck supper.  

Garden Sages--Our garden sage chairs are master gardeners who welcome questions from members.  Questions and answers are distributed at the monthly meeting.

Garden Mentor Program--Our mentor program is designed specifically for members who seek, and those who have the time to share, gardening knowledge and skills in one-on-one relationships over a season. 

Garden Gates—The Garden Gates program provides opportunities to visit a variety of member gardens throughout the season. Host gardeners set the days and times, most of which are late afternoons and weekends. All members are encouraged to host and make garden visits. Schedules are distributed at monthly meetings and are posted on our website at www.ramseygardeners.org.

Garden Tours--The Committee on Garden Tours coordinates and guides tours of selected public and private gardens during the gardening season each year.  Tours are held in the Twin Cities metropolitan area, in Greater Minnesota, western Wisconsin, and northern Iowa.

History & Archives--The Committee on History and Archives records, catalogues, and safeguards the historical record, and shares historical highlights and insights in reports to the membership at its regular monthly meetings.

Hospitality--The Committee on Hospitality (a) provides greeters for all events; (b) provides attendants to assist the Committee on Membership to staff the membership desk at each event; (c) attends to the beverages and arranges for members to provide food for meeting refreshments--and reminds members of their commitments to provide refreshments; (d) coordinates refreshment setup, presentation, and cleanup; and (e) augments overall the hospitality shown members and guests on all occasions.

Membership--The Committee on Membership (a) maintains the membership records; (b) notifies the Minnesota State Horticultural Society of changes in the membership rolls; (c) maintains and attends the membership desk before, during, and after all meetings and events; (d) keeps all attendance records; (e) provides name badges for all members and guests; (f) promotes membership renewals and recruits new members; and (g) coordinates drawings for door prizes.


New Member Supper--The Committee on the New Member Supper coordinates the orientation presentation and otherwise makes all arrangements, including invitations, site selection, food and beverages, and setup and cleanup.  The committee hosts the supper, together with the officers, directors, and chairs.

Nominations--The Committee on Nominations prepares a slate of officers and directors for action by the membership at the September general meeting in accordance with the provisions of the by-laws.  This includes all Committee chairs who are on the Board of Directors.  Remaining Committee chairs are also appointed by this committee with a deadline of  1 January.  

Plant Sales--The Committee on Plant Sales organizes and coordinates members in carrying out this key fundraising event held during May of each year.  The committee is responsible for obtaining donations and for purchasing all plants for sale.  The committee selects and contracts for the sale site; recruits and trains volunteers; acquires all necessary supplies and equipment; manages and coordinates pricing, setup, presentation, display, sales, customer service, checkout, and carry out; and otherwise attends to all matters pertaining to plant sale operations.

Public Gardens--The Committee on Public Gardens plants, cultivates, and maintains public gardens at selected sites in Ramsey County, including the Highland Park Perennial Garden on the corner of Edgcumbe Road and Montreal Avenue, the Hillcrest Community Center and courtyard of the Highland Park Library in Saint Paul, and the garden at the Sun Ray Library.

Public Relations--The Committee on Public Relations promotes and markets programs and other activities in (a) membership recruitment brochures, (b) plant sale flyers, posters, and display advertisements, (c) education program flyers and posters; (d) notices to other gardening clubs, (e) an internet website, and (f) news advisories.

Sunshine--The Sunshine Committee conveys member regards, best wishes, and condolences as may be in order; reports member illnesses and deaths; and attends to memorials.

